
“We Would See Jesus”

t was at least ten years af ter I had be come a Pas tor that I
ever dared to preach on this text (John 12:20-23).  One
day I made up my mind that I would look up the in ter -
pre ta tion of the last two verses of my text: “And I, if I
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”

I looked in ev ery com men tary of my li brary.
To my great sur prise and dis ap point ment I dis cov ered

some of them failed to make any com ments, and oth ers
stated that “when I will be lifted up” had ref er ence to
Christ’s ex al ta tion to the right hand of God, from whence He 
would send His Spirit to glo rify him in the preach ing of the
gos pel whereby peo ple might be drawn to Him.  Some of the 
cults used it as an ar gu ment that all peo ple even tu ally would
be saved.  All of these in ter pre ta tions, of course, are de cid -
edly wrong.

The se cret in un der stand ing the Word right is to let the
Word ex plain the Word.  We find the right in ter pre ta tion in
the 33rd verse: “This He said, sig ni fy ing what death He
should die.”  We can readily see that He is here speak ing
about the same “lift ing up” as He did to Nicodemus when He 
said: “As Mo ses lifted up the ser pent in the wil der ness even
so must the son of man be lifted up.”  (John 3:14)

In what sense did Christ draw all men unto Him self
when He was lifted up on the cross?

We find the an swer in Rom. 5:12-21: “Where fore, as by
one man (the first Adam) sin en tered into the world, and
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned.  Buy the of fence of one (the first Adam) judg -
ment came upon all men to con dem na tion.”

Now lis ten, as our fed eral head (the first Adam) took the
whole hu man race with him into sin, con dem na tion and
death, so did our sub sti tute, our new fed eral head (the last
Adam) Je sus Christ when He was lifted up on the cross, take
the whole hu man race with Him.  Je sus said: Now is the
judg ment of this world.  The time had now come when the
whole hu man race should be con demned to death for its sin
in its sub sti tute.  It is in the light of this great judg ment day
that Paul says in 2 Cor. 5:14-15: “For we thus judge, that if
one died for all, then were all dead, and that He died for all,
that they which live should not hence forth live unto them -
selves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.”

This is the way God reck ons, this is the way God judges.  
Do you agree with Him?  By faith in this glo ri ous mes sage
of re demp tion you get a new life.  Now you will also agree to 
give up your self-life and live only for Him Who died for
you and rose again.  You are no lon ger in the first Adam, in
his sin and un der his con dem na tion.  You are in Christ Je sus,
and there fore a new crea ture, old things are passed away,
and be hold, all things have be come new (2 Cor. 5:17).  You
are clothed in the best robe; God looks upon you in Christ as
if you have never sinned.  There is there fore now no con -
dem na tion for them which are in Christ Je sus (Rom. 8:1). 
What a won der ful place to be!

We who are saved are ac tu ally de liv ered from the aw ful
in her i tance of sin, con dem na tion and death that was trans mit -
ted to us by the first Adam; and we have through the last
Adam re ceived a new her i tage.  For our sin we have re ceived
His for giv ing grace that is greater than all our sin.  For our
con dem na tion we have re ceived His righ teous ness, and for
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our death His own res ur rec tion life, a
life that death has no claim on.  What
a mar vel ous change!

We are re ally better off now than
Adam was be fore the fall.  He had a
righ teous ness and life that had to be
tested.  We have a righ teous ness and
life in our last Adam which has al -
ready stood the test. What a glo ri ous
gos pel!  What a won der ful plan of
sal va tion!  It is per fect, it is di vine,
like God Him self.

When we have seen our selves as
sin ful and lost in the sight of God,
then we, like the Greeks, do de sire to
see Je sus more than any thing else in
the world.

A bril liant but un saved preacher
found a slip of pa per on his pul pit one 
Sunday morn ing.  It said: “We would
see Je sus.”  He got an gry for a mo -
ment and said to him self: “Am I not
preach ing Christ?”  He took the piece 
of pa per with him home.  As he was
alone in his study it dawned upon
him that he did not know Christ as his 
per sonal Sav iour.  How could he
preach a Christ which he him self did
not know.  He got gen u inely con -
verted and what a dif fer ence in the
preaching!

About a month later there was
an other slip on the top of the pul pit.
This time there was writ ten: “Then
were the dis ci ples glad, when they
saw the Lord.” (John 20:20).

How is it to day — when you and
Mom and Dad go to the house of
God?  Do you see Je sus?  Or is it only 
the preacher, the choir and your
friends?

Fix your eyes upon Je sus;

Look full in His won der ful face’

And the things of earth

Will grow strangely dim

In the light of His glory and grace.

Taken from “We would see JESUS” 
by Pastor Lars Stalsbroten

The Heartbeat of the Remnant
March/April 2006
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THE BULL SEEKS LUTHER

The pa pal bull took three months to find Lu ther, but
there were early ru mors that it was on the way.  Hutten wrote 
to him on June 4, 1520:

“You are said to be un der ex com mu ni ca tion.  If it be
true, how mighty you are!  In you the words of the
psalm are ful filled, “They have con demned in no -
cent blood, but the Lord our God will ren der to them 
their in iq uity and de stroy them in their mal ice.” 
This is our hope; be this our faith.  There are plots
against me also.  If they use force, they will be met
with force.  I wish they would con demn me.  Stand
firm.  Do not wa ver.  But why should I ad mon ish
you?  I will stand by, what ever come.  Let us vin di -
cate the com mon lib erty.  Let us lib er ate the op -
pressed fa ther land.  God will be our side; and if God 
is with us, who can be against us?”

This was the time when re newed of fers came from
Sickingen and from a hun dred knights be sides.  Lu ther was
not un moved, yet he scarcely knew whether to rely on the
arm of man or solely on the Lord.  Dur ing that sum mer of
1520, when the pa pal bull was seek ing him through out Ger -
many, his mood fluc tu ated be tween the in cen di ary and the
apoc a lyp tic.  In one un guarded out burst he in cited to vi o -
lence.  A new at tack by Priercias lashed Lu ther to rage. In a
printed reply he declared:

“It seems to me that if the Roman ists are so mad the
only rem edy re main ing is for the em peror, the
kings, and princes to gird them selves with force of
arms to at tack these pests of all the world and fight
them, not with words, but with steel.  IF we pun ish
thieves with the yoke, high way men with the sword,
and her e tics with fire, why do we not rather as sault
these mon sters of per di tion, these car di nals, these
popes, and the whole swarm of the Ro man Sodom,
who cor rupt youth and the Church of God?  Why do
we not rather as sault them with arms and wash our
hands in their blood?”

Lu ther ex plained af ter wards that he re ally did not mean
what the words im ply.

“I wrote ‘If we burn her e tics, why do we not rather
at tack the pope and his fol low ers with the sword and 
wash our hands in their blood?’  Since I do not ap -
prove of burn ing her e tics nor of kill ing any Chris -
tian – this I well know does not ac cord with the
gos pel – I have shown what they de serve if her e tics

de serve fire.  There is no need to at tack you with the
sword.”

De spite this dis claimer Lu ther was never suf fered to for -
get his in cen di ary blast.  It was quoted against him in the
Edict of the Diet of Worms.

The dis avowal was gen u ine.  His pre vail ing mood was
ex pressed in a let ter of Oc to ber to a min is ter who was
prompted to leave his post.  Lu ther wrote:

“Our war fare is not with flesh and blood, but against 
spir i tual wick ed ness in the heav enly places, against
the world rul ers of this dark ness.  Let us then stand
firm and heed the trum pet of the Lord.  Sa tan is
fight ing, not against us, but against Christ in us.  We
fight the bat tles of the Lord.  Be strong there fore.  If
God is for us, who can be against us?”

Taken from “Here I Stand” 
A Life of Martin Luther by Roland Bainton

Published by Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tennessee.

COMFORT 

When your heart is sad and lonely,
      And your friends seem far away,
Turn to Him Who is all holy,
     And He’ll drive your cares away.

When a dear one seems to fail you,
     When for friend ship true you long,
Con fide in Him Who is all true,
     And he’ll right your ev ery wrong.

Je sus’ heart is your true ref uge,
     To Him you can al ways flee,
Even when your hopes are sink ing,
    He will then a True Friend be.

He will soothe your lonely spirit,
     He will love and bless and say,
“Come to Me and I will com fort 
    You, to day and ev ery day.”

Selected



A Proclamation by the President
of the United States

By The Pres i dent of The United States of
Amer ica:  

A Proc la ma tion

For a Day of Na tional Hu mil i a tion, 
Fast ing and Prayer

Whereas, the Sen ate of the United States, de -
voutly rec og niz ing the Su preme Au thor ity and
Just Gov ern ment of Al mighty God, in all the af -
fairs of men and na tions, has, by a res o lu tion re -
quested the Pres i dent to des ig nate and set apart a
day for Na tional prayer and hu mil i a tion:

And whereas, it is the duty of na tions, as well as
of men, to own their de pend ence upon the over rul -
ing power of God, to con fess their sins and trans -
gres sions in hum ble sor row, yet with as sumed hope
that gen u ine re pen tance will lead to mercy and
par don; and to rec og nize the sub lime truth, an -
nounced in the Holy Scrip tures and proven by all
his tory, that those na tions only are blessed whose
God is the Lord:

And, in so much as we know that, by His di vine
law, na tions, like in di vid u als, are sub jected to pun -
ish ments and chastisements in this world, may we
not justly fear that the aw ful ca lam ity of civil war,
which now des o lates the land, may be but a pun ish -
ment in flicted upon us for our pre sump tu ous sins, to 
the need ful end of our na tional ref or ma tion as a
whole Peo ple?  We have been the re cip i ents of the
choic est boun ties of Heaven.  We have been pre -
served, these many years, in peace and pros per ity. 
We have grown in num bers, wealth and power as
no other na tion has ever grown.  But we have for -
got ten God.  We have for got ten the gra cious hand
which pre served us in peace, and mul ti plied and
en riched and strength ened us; as we have vainly

imag ined, in the de ceit ful ness of our hearts, that all 
these bless ings were pro duced by some su pe rior wis -
dom and vir tue of our own.  In tox i cated with un -
bro ken suc cess, we have be come too self-sufficient to
feel the ne ces sity of re deem ing and pre serv ing
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us!  It 
be hooves us, then, to hum ble our selves be fore the of -
fended Power, to con fess our na tional sins, and to
pray for clem ency and for give ness.

Now, there fore, in com pli ance with the re quest
and fully con cur ring in the views of the enate, I do, 
by this my proc la ma tion, des ig nate and set apart
Thurs day, the 30th day of April, 1863, as a day of
na tional hu mil i a tion, fast ing and prayer.  And I
do hereby re quest all the Peo ple to ab stain on that
day from their or di nary sec u lar pur suits, and to
unite, at their sev eral places of pub lic wor ship and
their re spec tive homes, in keep ing the day holy to
the Lord, and de voted to the hum ble dis charge of
their re li gious stat utes proper to that sol emn oc ca -
sion.

All this be ing done, in sin cer ity and truth, let us 
then rest hum bly in the hope au tho rized by the Di -
vine teach ings, that the united cry of the Na tion
will be heard on high, and an swered with bless ings, 
no less than the par don of our na tional sins, and
res to ra tion of our now di vided and suf fer ing coun -
try, to its for mer happy con di tion and unity and
peace.

In wit ness whereof, I have here unto set my
hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed.

Done at the city of Wash ing ton this thir teenth
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thou sand
eight hun dred and sixty-three, and of the In de -
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pend ence of the United States the eighty-sev enth.

Abraham Lincoln

By the Pres i dent:
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Sec re tary of State

The above proc la ma tion is pre served in the Li brary
of Con gress as Ap pen dix no. 19 in vol ume 12 of the
United States Stat utes at Large.  It was ini ti ated by a
res o lu tion of the United States Sen ate, and was made
of fi cial by Abra ham Lin coln, as Pres i dent, on March
30, 1863.

Taken from Shaping History through Prayer & Fasting 
by Derek Prince

EDITOR’S NOTE:  It is clear from this of fi cial proc la ma -
tion that our coun try was founded upon Chris tian prin ci ples.  
It is also clear how far we have fallen from this stan dard. 
Can you imag ine a can di date run ning to day on a plat form of
“Hu mil i a tion, Fast ing and Prayer?”

Be have in Church!

One of the first les sons taught me in early child hood was 
a plain, kindly state ment made at home that I must be a nice,
quiet boy in church — that the at ten tion of the peo ple should 
un der no cir cum stances be dis turbed dur ing wor ship.

Along with this in struc tion was the prom ise of se vere
pun ish ment if I did not live up to the in struc tions given. 
“The dear lit tle thing” lived up to the in struc tion!

It was not such a dif fi cult thing to learn to be have in the
church house.  The habit soon be came fixed, and with it
came rev er ence and at ten tion.

Wise dis ci pline is good for the child.  Un for tu nate is the
child who has his or her own way in church or else where.

I have been rid i culed and some times abused be cause I
will not al low ei ther chil dren or grown peo ple to dis turb the
ser vice when I preach, and I have no re gret with ref er ence to
my at ti tude in this mat ter.  I have fre quently as sisted pas tors
in re vival meet ings who seemed per fectly will ing for their
chil dren to walk  about the al tar and in the aisles, dis turb ing
the ser vices, at tract ing the peo ple’s at ten tion.  Such a pas tor
and wife need not de ceive them selves with the idea that the
con gre ga tion is not dis pleased and dis gusted with such con -
duct.

I well re mem ber when as a boy sit ting be side my aunt in
church, I whis pered to her that I wanted a drink of wa ter. 
She whis pered to me to keep still – that I could not have a
drink of wa ter.  I whis pered, “I’ll die if I don’t get a drink!” 

In re ply, she whis pered, “All right, you can just die!”
That ended the con ver sa tion, and I not only lived

through the or deal, but some how her pos i tive an swer
seemed to al lay my thirst.

By H. C. Morrison, 
Taken from “The Sword of the Lord”
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REMEMBER

1.  We are priv i leged to have a Chris tian gen tle -
man lo cated in Sun City West, Az. who is will ing to
lead in for mal home Bi ble Stud ies and en cour ag ing
Chris tian Fel low ship.

2.  We are priv i leged to have a Chris tian gen tle -
man that lives in Fargo, No. Dak. who is will travel
some dis tance to share God’s Word with you for
“House Meet ings”, etc.  

3.  The Hauge Gos pel Tent is avail able for Evan -
ge lis tic Gos pel Meet ings, or Bi ble Con fer ences,
Va ca tion Bi ble School, etc.  (Please con tact Mr. Paul
Pe ter son of Kenyon, MN for use of the tent).

4.  Lord will ing: there will be evan ge lis tic ser -
vices in the Gos pel Tent at Wanamingo, MN. This
sum mer (ten ta tively in August).

5.  We have men who love Je sus and are will ing to 
travel into your area for evan ge lis tic meet ings, Bi ble
Con fer ences, etc. IF you in vite them, Lord will ing!

6. If you are un able to at tend the Win ter/Spring
Bi ble Con fer ence (April 4-6, 2008) at For est City,
Iowa but would like to sup port the same fi nan cially,
please mark such in vest ments for the Con fer ence.

7.  We have two won der ful Christ-cen tered books 
that you can or der on a do na tion ba sis to give to oth -
ers: ‘Sin ners in the Hands of An An gry God’ and
“Mir ror of the Heart.”   Sug gested of fer ing is $3.00
for Mir ror of the Heart + 75¢ ship ping.  Sug gested of -
fer ing is $1.00 for Sin ners in the Hands of an An gry
God.

Author Unknown

Translated by Edward C. Eid 

MIRROR
of the

HEART

MIRROR
of the

HEART



Alcohol – The Beloved Enemy
A Fad ing Flower

Isa iah 28:1-4

A fad ing flower is truly a sad sight.  Even tu ally, the once 
beau ti ful flower will be dis carded when its orig i nal fra -
grance and beauty are only a mem ory.  In this brief por tion
of Scrip ture, God uses the de scrip tive phrase “a fad ing
flower” in two verses (vv.1,4) to re veal the pa thetic spir i tual
con di tion of backslidden Ephraim.  These peo ple chose to
sat isfy the flesh rather than to please the Lord and walk ac -
cord ing to His Law.  This de ci sion re sulted in the sad re al ity
that their glo ri ous beauty be fore Him was merely a con di -
tion of the past rather than a pres ent re al ity.

One sin in par tic u lar that robbed them of their glory was
drunk en ness (vv. 1, 3).  God had warned that “wine is a
mocker, strong drink is rag ing: and who so ever is de ceived
thereby is not wise” (Prov. 20:1).  Nev er the less, Ephraim dis -
re garded God’s clear warn ing, suf fered the sad con se -
quences and be came “a fad ing flower.”  What ever robs the
saint of so bri ety in ev i ta bly strips him of his dig nity as well
as his beauty.

Drunk en ness, a se ri ous and de bil i tat ing sin, is one of the 
world’s most se ri ous prob lems.  The rise in the ac cept abil ity
of so cial drink ing in the pro fess ing church, which first ap -
peared among theo log i cal lib er als, has now im pacted many
evan gel i cals and even some fun da men tal ists. Only a few
now seem to stand against the tide and faith fully de clare
God’s re vealed will of ab sti nence.  A so cial drinker can
never be cer tain that he will not be come a drunk ard, for ev -
ery drunk ard be gan as a so cial drinker.  The same is true for
any thing that is ini tially plea sur able but even tu ally en snares
and en slaves the be liever.  We must heed God’s warn ings in
order to avoid God’s judgments.        MHR

Taken from “Feature”,
Fundamental Evangelistic Assn. 

Telephone  559 - 438-0080

College Student Drinks Herself to Death

Au thor i ties are considering the possibility of crim i nal
charges in the death of …, whose blood al co hol level was
nearly 0.46 per cent — more than five times the le gal driv ing
limit — when she died af ter a night of drink ing to cel e brate
her 21st birth day.  [She] drank “co pi ous amounts of al co hol
in a short frame of time.” 

…“The death of [this girl] is a trag edy that should have
never oc curred.  Binge drink ing …is a very se ri ous prob lem
with dev as tat ing ef fects, as the death of [this girl] so clearly
and cru elly il lus trates.”

…About 1,400 stu dents a year suf fer drink ing-re lated
deaths, with fewer than 300 of those from al co hol poi son ing
or choking in their sleep, a 2002 fed eral study showed.”

[A friend said], “It both ers me so much that they tried to
make an ex am ple out of [her] …when she was merely [sic]
do ing what oth ers have done on their birth day.”

Adapted from the Star Tribune
November 10, 2007

Cancer Risks Linked to Alcohol

A new study says that hav ing more than three al co holic
drinks per day boosts a woman’s breast cancer risk by 30
per cent — about the same in crease as smok ing a pack of cig -
a rettes or more each day.  The risk is the same whether the
woman drinks wine, beer or li quor.

European Cancer Conference

The Sobering Truth About Drunk Driving

Ev ery 31 min utes some one dies in an al co hol-re lated
traf fic ac ci dent.  Ev ery two min utes, some one is in jured in
such an ac ci dent.  In 2006, that amounted to 17, 600 peo ple
killed in al co hol-re lated ac ci dents.

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

In the time it takes you to read this news let ter, a drunk
driver will kill some one.  In the time it takes you to read this
ar ti cle, an other drunk driver will in jure some one.  Will the
vic tim be your mother, brother, grand fa ther, niece or child?

All states in the U.S. have a le gal blood/breath al co hol
con cen tra tion (BAC) of 0.08 per cent.  How ever, this does
not mean that you can safely op er ate a ve hi cle at that level. 
Re search shows that a much lower BAC level can af fect co -
or di na tion, judg ment and other driving skills.

Healthy Attitudes from MEDICA
Winter 2008

Ed i tor’s Note:  These alarm ing sta tis tics don’t re flect the 
tre men dous toll that al co hol also takes in terms of im mo ral -
ity, vi o lence and other law-break ing ac tiv i ties.  In or der that
a Chris tian not get dragged into this, or to be a poor wit ness
for the new life in Christ that they have, the best po si tion is
one of To tal Ab sti nence.  Here is just a smat ter ing of the
Scrip tures on this: Gen e sis 19:30-38, Le vit i cus 10:9, 11
Sam uel 11:13,  Prov erbs 23:21, Prov erbs 23:29-31,
23:33-35, Isa iah 5:11-12, Isa iah 28:1-3, 28:7, Ezekiel 44:21, 
Ho sea 4:11, Habakkuk 2:5, 2:15-16, Romans 13:13, 1 Co -
rin thi ans 6:10, Galatians 5:21, 1 Tim o thy 3:3, 8, 11
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LIKE THE SPARROW 
In The Morn ing

Are not five spar rows sold for two pence?  And not one
of them is for got ten in the sight of God.  But the very

hairs of your head are all num bered.  Fear not: ye are
of more value then many spar rows.  (Luke 12:6-7)

Spar rows are not of great value.  Now a days we would
not even pay two cents for five spar rows. In any case we
would not take the trou ble to catch them.

We do not think much of a spar row.  Of all the birds, the
spar row is the one we re spect least — that dusty lit tle thing
which is hop ping at our feet.  But God cares for the spar row.

“Not one of them is for got ten in the sight of God.”
The many, many mil lions of spar rows all over the world

are in cluded in the heart of God for daily care and love.  One
by one He thinks of them.

“Not one of them is for got ten in the sight of God.”
Then, what about a hu man be ing?
“Fear not, ye are of more value than many spar rows.”
How many spar rows make up the value of a man?
No body can tell.
Nei ther can any one tell how deep and warm is the love

and care of God for His dear chil dren here on earth.
The small est thing He knows.  Even the hairs of the head 

are all num bered.  Noth ing that con cerns His child, He
counts as tri fle.  Noth ing is so in sig nif i cant as not to make
Him care.  Noth ing is so small as to be out of reach of His
help ing hand.

Then the child of God may be con fi dent, re li ant and
glad.  God the Fa ther will take care of him.

At noon

“Here I will make my nest,” the lit tle bird twit tered, sit -
ting in the top of a tree, looking around on the green mead -
ows.  What a view my young ones will get peep ing out of the 
nest.”

But then the bird sud denly grew si lent.  Far up in the air
a hawk was ea gerly watch ing the top of the tree.

Then the bird hid it self in a bush.
“I will make my nest here,” it twit tered, look ing around.  

“My young ones will be safe here.”
Then it kept quiet, lis ten ing.  Some steps ap proached,

and the branches were pushed aside by the hands of a lit tle
child.

Then the bird flew into the meadow, hid ing it self in the
grass.

“Oh, how beau ti ful,” it said.  “I will build my nest here. 
When sum mer co mes my young ones will be able to play
here among the flow ers.”

But the blades of grass were bent sound lessly, and a cat

ap peared.  The bird had a nar row es cape, and hid it self in a
thorn bush.

“Well, I must build my nest here,” it sighed.
“Though the thorns prick, this is the only place where I

am safe.”
And so the bird made its nest in the thorn-bush.  When

sum mer came, the bird sat in the top of the bush and sang:
“No one has such a nice home as I have, and no one is

liv ing as safely and cosily as I.  The thorns have be come my
best friends; they de fend my young ones.  And now God has
cov ered my lit tle home with the sweet est red roses.  I thank
the Lord for the thorns.”

The poem of the day

He placed me in a lit tle cage,
Away from gar dens fair;
But I must sing the sweet est songs
Be cause He placed me there.
Not beat my wings against the cage.
If it’s my Maker’s will,
But raise my voice to heaven’s gate
And – sing the louder still!

In the eve ning

Yea, He loveth the peo ple; All His saints are in Thy
hand: And they sat down at Thy feet; Ev ery one shall re ceive
of Thy words. Deut. 33:3.

It is with these words God greets you this eve ning.  As
you are sleep ing you are sur rounded by the love of God. His
mighty hand is your de fense.

“All His saints are in Thy hand.”  Even you!
You are not hid den in a lonely cor ner, for got ten by God

and by ev ery one else.
“They sat down at Thy feet.”  You are very close to Him, 

and He is look ing at you with lov ing care. Then be calm and
rest well.   

Taken from “On Our Father’s Knee”
By Fredrik Wisloff

Copyright 1966 and used by special permission of
Augsburg (Fortress) Publishing House
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Why Preach ers Don’t Like Preach ing

Could it be that some are de cry ing great preach -
ing to day be cause they can’t do it?  Could it be
that we are try ing to do by other meth ods what
we can no lon ger do by preach ing be cause we
will not pay the price to be God called, Bi ble-be -
liev ing, Christ-cen tered, Spirit-anointed men?

Vance Havner



From Our Fellowship Circle

ES Hendricks, MN
Thank you for your pub li ca tion which not only has won der -
ful ar ti cles for ed i fi ca tion but also for in for ma tion on what is 
go ing on in our time.

With re gard to the Con gres sio nal Re cord ar ti cle …in the
No vem ber is sue, is it per mis si ble for me to in clude this ar ti -
cle in a let ter to the ed i tor of our lo cal pa per?…En closed
…check for MG.

EG Stoney Plain, AB
Raised a Lu theran, but Je sus saved me…I am now in a full
gos pel church but I’m happy to read Morn ing Glory to hear
the tes ti mo nies of faith among Lu ther ans.  Please send me
the two books:  Mir ror of the Heart and Sin ners in the Hands
of an An gry God.  Pray for our fam ily…my heart’s cry is for
re newal, as we need to have re pen tance be fore we can re -
ceive God’s bless ing…We need a fresh touch from the Lord.  
In Chris tian Love…

(Ed i tor’s Note) We gladly pray for our Morn ing Glory
read ers.

CN Eden Prai rie, MN
I look for ward to ev ery is sue of the “Morn ing Glory”.  It has
greatly blessed my life.  Keep it com ing.  Gift en closed.

ES Wanamingo, MN
May you all have a Blessed New Year as you con tinue send -
ing out the MG which is so good to read…En closed is a
check to help carry on the work.

GJ Aus tin, MN
En closed is a gift for the “Morn ing Glory”.  It has such good, 
worth while ar ti cles.  Would you please in clude the fol low -
ing names on your mail ing list: …Your mag a zine is one of
the best.

LM Rolette, ND
I ap pre ci ate the Morn ing Glory very much.  It teaches the
good, old fash ioned gos pel that we heard when Clar ence
Walstad, Ole Barnes, Gisselquist, etc. trav eled to our church
as Evan ge lists.  May God bless their mem ory.

CP North field, MN
A …gift to help with the pub lish ing of the Morn ing Glory. 
This pub li ca tion con tains many spir i tual ar ti cles and they
help to strengthen one’s Spir i tual Life.

Friends In WA
The ar ti cle about mod ern Church mu sic makes my

stom ach up set.  I can not ‘stom ach’ the rock-n-roll so called
Church Mu sic.  And putt ing the or gan and pi ano aside is
hor ri ble.  We left…and joined….They use the pi -
ano…..Please send me the books …Mir ror of the Heart and
Sin ner’s in the hands of an An gry God.   En closed …an of -
fer ing…Thank you.

J & PT Ant ler, ND
En closed …for Mir ror of the Heart and …Sin ner’s in the
Hands of an An gry God.  We ap pre ci ate get ting the Morn ing 
Glory.

V & JV Hetland, SC
We would like to share our Christ mas giv ing with you.  En -
closed…..In Christ’s Love
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“Ashamed of My Tears!”
I re mem ber how I wept as I preached when I first be gan
preach ing.  This was wholly un like the col lege de bat ing,
the com mence ment ad dresses and other pub lic speak ing
which I had been ac cus tomed to do ing.  The tears flowed
down my cheeks al most con tin u ally, and I was so bro ken
up that some times I could scarcely talk.

Then I grew ashamed of my tears and longed to speak
more log i cally.  As I re call, I asked the Lord to give me
better con trol of my self as I preached.

My tears soon van ished, and I found I had only the dry
husk of preach ing left.  Then I begged God to give me
again the bro ken heart, the con cern, even if it meant tears
in pub lic and a trem bling voice.

I feel the same need to day.  We preach ers ought to cry out
like Jer e miah, “Oh that my head were wa ters, ‘and mine
eyes a foun tain of tears, that I might weep day and night
for the slain of the daugh ter of my peo ple!” (Jer. 9:1)

John R. Rice 
taken from ‘The Sword of the Lord.’



Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Vatican: Muslim – Christian Unity Letter
“Very Encouraging”

Shock ing and Dis gust ing:  The top Vat i can of fi cial, Car -
di nal Jean Louis Tauran, said that a re cent let ter from Mus -
lim lead ers to Pope Ben e dict XV1 and other global re li gious 
lead ers “rep re sents a very en cour ag ing sign, be cause it
shows that good will and di a logue are ca pa ble of
overcoming prejudices.”  

The let ter, en ti tled “A Com mon Word be tween Us and
You,” states that since Mus lims and Chris tians make up
more than half of the world’s pop u la tion, that these two el e -
ments could be in flu en tial about bring ing peace around the
world.  The let ter was signed by 138 prom i nent Mus lim
lead ers, pol i ti cians , and ac a dem ics for all branches of Islam.

The let ter was sent to the arch bishop of Can ter bury; heads of 
Lu theran, Meth od ist, Bap tist, etc.  

See II Co rin thi ans 6:14-18, Rev e la tion 17:4-5, etc.

Federal Government Tells Eighty-Five-
Year-Old Grandmother Not to Put an
Angel on Christmas Tree

The Plant City Liv ing Cen ter (Florida) has told Mrs. Ar -
nold, an 85-year-old grand mother …that fed eral law pro hib -
its her from dis play ing any re li gious words or items
as so ci ated with Christ mas in the com mon area of her apart -
ment building.

Ac cord ing to the Cen ter, the De part ment of Hous ing
and Ur ban De vel op ment (HUD) is sued a di rec tive ban ning
“any re li gious sym bols or re li gious words as so ci ated with
Christ mas.”  Un der the guide lines is sued by HUD, the el -
derly grand mother can not place a small Christ mas tree out -
side her door (be cause that area is a “com mons area”) if it
con tains any re li gious sym bols or religious words, even an
angel!

If the res i dents want to have a Christ mas party in their
com mu nity room, they can not call it a Christ mas party.  The
Cen ter says HUD di rects res i dents not to use the word
Christ mas but to use the word “hol i day.”

A Sunday school class from a church near Mrs. Ar nold’s 
apart ment co mes ev ery year to host a Hang ing of the Greens
and Christ mas party for the res i dents.  She said the high light
of their Christ mas party co mes at the very end of the Hang -
ing of the Greens when some one places the an gel on top of
their Christ mas tree.  Their tra di tion is now banned by the

fed eral government.
The fed eral gov ern ment is be com ing in creas ingly ac tive 

in ban ning Chris tian ity from the pub lic square.  Ear lier, the
Na tional Park Ser vice re moved the word ing Laus Deo
(Latin for “praise be to God”) from a rep lica of the cap of the 
Wash ing ton Mon u ment in Wash ing ton, D.C. and the Vet er -
ans Ad min is tra tion banned the script of the flag-fold ing cer -
e mony men tion ing “Abra ham, Isaac and Ja cob,” and
“Fa ther, Son and Holy Ghost” at over 100 na tional cem e ter -
ies.  Both of these were re scinded af ter AFA sup port ers sent
e-mails to proper authorities.

AFA ActionAlert

Planned Parenthood Pushes “Sexually
Explicit” Book for Children

“How can any one claim that this book is ap pro pri ate for
10-year-olds?”  asked Jim Sedlak, vice-pres i dent for Amer i -
can Life League.  “First, pixilated im ages and ex cerpts of the 
book were re jected by a state prison, and now video-stream -
ing sites are cen sor ing the con tent of a video con tain ing
those pixilated im ages as well.”

Sedlak was re fer ring to the Planned Par ent hood en -
dorsed book, It’s Per fectly Nor mal, by Robie Har ris

A few months ago, a Wash ing ton state prison re jected a
let ter that in cluded cen sored im ages from the book for be ing
“sex u ally ex plicit” and “ob scene”…

“What an irony that cen sored con tent from a book in -
tended for 10-year-old chil dren is re jected by a prison, re -
moved from video-stream ing sites, and flagged for view ers
over the age of 18,” said Sedlak. “We ac tu ally have no ob -
jec tion to the ac tions of the on line sites and the prison.  We
agree that this is not ap pro pri ate content.”

“We are call ing for li brar ies, schools and par ents all
across the coun try to take sim i lar ac tion,” Sedlak con cluded.  
“Planned Par ent hood should be de nied ac cess to our chil -
dren at all times.  The ma te rial it pro motes is to tally in ap pro -
pri ate and could be harm ful.”

Christian Newswire
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“But evil will come upon you, which you will not know
how to charm away; and disaster will fall upon you,
for which you cannot atone, and destruction about

which you do not know, will come upon you suddenly.”  
(Isa. 47:11)



New Jersey Governor Signs Law Forcing
Pharmacists to Distribute Drugs

New Jer sey Gov er nor Jon Corzine has signed a bill into
law that forces phar ma cists in New Jer sey to dis pense all le -
gal drugs, in clud ing those that might vi o late their re li gious
or moral be liefs.  The bill makes phar ma cists dis pense the
morn ing-af ter pill and could open the door to dis pens ing
abor tion and euthanasia drugs …

With the new law in place, the Gar den State is the
twelfth to force phar ma cists to dis pense all le gal drugs de -
spite their moral or re li gious views.  An other four states, in -
clud ing Ar kan sas, Geor gia, Mis sis sippi and South Da kota,
pro tect the rights of phar ma cists to opt out.

LifeNews.com

Church of Norway Votes in Favor of
Homosexual Ordination

Chris tian Post, 11/19/07  The Lu theran Church of Nor -
way has voted in fa vor of al low ing mem bers in same-sex
part ner ships to serve in or dained min is try.

The 50 - 34 vote on Fri day came near the end of a dif fi -
cult week of de bate on the is sue dur ing the church body’s
Gen eral Synod meet ing.  The Church of Nor way, to which
83% of Nor we gians are mem bers, re mains deeply di vided
over the is sue of ho mo sex u al ity.

Terrorists Set Up Shop In Mexico

Is rael To day, 11/05/07:  Wash ing ton be lieves Pal es tin -
ian ter ror group Hamas and the Ira nian-backed ter ror ist mi -
li tia Hezbollah are look ing to set up op er a tions in Mex ico
with the aim of even tu ally in fil trat ing the United States, ac -
cord ing to for mer CIA coun ter-ter ror ism of fi cial Rob ert
Grenier.  He told a press con fer ence in Mex ico the Mus lim

ter ror ist or ga ni za tions see the il le gal im mi gra tion and drug
traf fick ing net works in Mex ico as the most ef fec tive way to
move peo ple and equip ment into the United States.  Genier
said the Bush ad min is tra tion fears both Hamas and
Hezbollah may already have sleeper cells in Mexico.  

Ed i tor’s Note:  Please PRAY for our ‘lead ers’ of our
great USA, Our Na tion, Our mil i tary in all fronts, our ‘en e -
mies’ at home and abroad that they might hear the LAW and
the GOSPEL from God’s Word (the Bi ble): that they might
truly be con verted and come to know Je sus as their per sonal
Sav iour as they too have an ‘eter nal soul’, they will spend all 
ETERNITY in Heaven or Hell; as will ev ery one in our
grand USA!  PRAY that God’s Love may flow in and
through YOU for SOULS!
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The Spirit of God

If we do not have the Spirit of God, it were
better to shut the churches, to nail up the doors, to
put a black cross on them and say, “God have mercy
on us!”  

If you min is ters have not the Spirit of God, you
had better not preach, and your peo ple had better
stay at home.  I think I speak not too strongly when I
say that a church in the land with out the Spirit of
God is rather a curse than a bless ing.

C. H. Spurgeon

My Amazing Bible
My Bi ble’s a source of sur pris ing wealth;

A store house of food for the spirit’s health;

A ref uge of peace from a world of strife;

A place of sur cease from the storms of life;

A firm foun da tion be neath my feet;

A shel ter and shield from the noon day heat;

An un fail ing help in the time of need;

A joy and com fort to all who read;

A Book that pres ents, as I read it more;

A friendly face and an open door;

A plan for the man who is down-and-out

A goal for the soul that is torn by doubt;

A chart for the heart that has lost its way;

A light in the night and a guide by day;

A cure that is sure for the sin-sick soul;

A calm and a balm that can make men whole;

So planned and so grand that it stands alone,

The great est Book that the world has known!

Joseph Baldwin Haston
The Sword of the Lord
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Temple
“Or do you not know that your body is the tem ple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and you are not your own?  For you were bought at a price; there fore glo rify

God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Co rin thi ans 6:19-20)

MANY have the false opin ion that you can do with your
body as you want, as we claim we are in de pend ent and that it is
yours.  But such a the ory is ab so lutely con trary to the WORD of 
GOD, es pe cially IF you are a child of God!  YES, we are all
mar vel ously and won drously made.  

As a be liever you cannot be a Chris tian with out the Holy
Spirit dwell ing within you as we re ceive the Holy Spirit when
we re ceive JESUS CHRIST as our per sonal Sav ior; for with out
the Holy Spirit it is im pos si ble for you to live the Chris tian life.
Are you abus ing or mis us ing the body the Lord has given
YOU?  In our text, no tice the ‘words’ “know, tem ple, from God, 
you are not your own, you are bought with a price, there fore
glo rify GOD, which are God’s”.

The fol low ing il lus tra tion I shall give with ‘rev er ence’ for
God: When you ‘pur chase’ some thing (like an au to mo bile) then 
you are ‘re spon si ble’ to care for it!  JESUS says: “cast ing all
your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” 1 Pe ter 5:7.

Ev ery liv ing be ing that de mands/needs nour ish ment – it
has an appetitive for FOOD in or der to ex ist.  Thus for a per son,
IF there is no hun ger for the WORD of GOD and Chris tian Fel -
low ship, mark it clearly, there is NO Spir i tual life ei ther!  That
does n’t mean that we do not need to prac tice/ex er cise pri or i ties
and dis ci pline as we care for our well be ing.  “Be loved, I pray
that you may pros per in all things and be in health, just as your
soul pros pers” 3 John 2.  How is your soul pros per ing?

To day we hear much about di ets and nu tri tion which is fine
– BUT we need to fol low the same prac tice “Spir i tu ally”.  In
Mat thew 4:4 we read: “But He an swered and said, ‘It is writ ten,
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by ev ery word that pro -
ceeds from the mouth of God’”.  Here our Lord is com par ing
‘bread’ with that which is in dis pens able to life.  How ever strong 
a per son may be, if he does n’t eat, he will grow weaker, and he
will die.   If an ill ness pre vents me from eat ing, I will die. It is
the same with the Word of God.  The Word con tains a heav enly
prin ci ple and works pow er fully in those who be lieve.

Bread must be eaten.  A per son may know all about bread
and may even give bread to oth ers and have abun dance of bread 
at the ta ble; but will not help me un less eaten.  Sim i larly, a mere
‘knowl edge’ of the ‘Word’ will not suf fice.  BREAD must be
eaten and def i nitely that should be DAILY.  The Psalm ist’s tes ti -
mony is that he eats/me di ates on it day and night.  NOW it is our 
PRIVILEGE to read the Word of God and let the HOLY
SPIRIT make it ‘bread’ for your soul!

WORRY is like a rock ing chair — you don’t get any where
and when I/we worry ‘we’ think we are in con trol, and when a
child of God wor ries, we are sin ning. 

The word ‘tem ple/ta ber na cle means “dwell ing place”.  So
as a ‘be liever’ your ‘body’ is a dwell ing place of the Holy Spirit.  
It is so easy for a be liever to say, ‘Well I am just hu man’; but that 
is not Bib li cally cor rect – be cause the third Per son of our Tri -
une God dwells within you!   “know ing  that you were not re -
deemed with cor rupt ible things, like sil ver or gold, from your
aim less con duct re ceived by tra di tion from your fa thers, but
with the pre cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with out blem ish
and with out spot.” 1 Pe ter 1:18-19.  Please read also Colossians
1:12-14.

By the way what does your ‘speech’ man i fest?  You know
some talk the talk but do not walk the walk!  Have you no ticed
that seem ingly some ‘godly’ folk will use “slang” (and even
worse) while pro claim ing the in cor rupt ible Word of God? 
“You were bought at a price, do not be come slaves of men.” 
1 Co rin thi ans 7:23.  There fore use “sound speech that can not be 
con demned” Ti tus 2:1-10.  What about your ‘at tire’ is it be com -
ing as an ‘am bas sa dor’ (Please read II Co rin thi ans 5) of the
King of kings and the Lord of lords?  What do your eyes feed
and feast upon?  Re mem ber, you are the dwell ing place of the
Holy Spirit!  Psalm 101:3.  

Be care ful what you eat: ‘gar bage’ IN re sults ‘gar bage’ out!  
What a per son ‘eats’ (sows) also (reaps)!  Many ARE mak ing
“lies” their ref uge, and un der false hood are hav ing “itch ing
ears” which are al ways want ing some new thing – Isa iah
28:14-15, 2 Tim o thy 4:1-8. A de ceived heart and blinded mind
causes peo ple to seek ref uge in lies and false hood. Only un wise
folk would think that mak ing “a cov e nant with death, and with
hell” (Is. 2:15) can pro vide pro tec tion from the wrath of a holy
God.  To com pound the trag edy of such think ing, the very in di -
vid u als who should have been warn ing the peo ple about God’s
wrath and in vit ing them to en ter into His ref uge were them -
selves seek ing ref uge in lies and en cour ag ing oth ers to make the 
same grave er ror.  In 2 Tim o thy 3:13 we read “But evil men and
im pos tors will grow worse and worse, de ceiv ing and be ing de -
ceived.”; BUT please read the en tire third chap ter of 2 Timothy. 

Lis ten, the ”ma jor ity” is not al ways right but “Liv ing”
for/with JESUS to day leaves a last ing leg acy to day and when
we are gone!  

“I be seech you there fore, breth ren, by the mer cies of
God, that you pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, ac -
cept able to God, which is your rea son able ser vice.  And do
not be con formed to this world, but be trans formed by the
re new ing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and ac cept able and per fect will of God.”  Romans
12:1-2.  I beg of you, please read (as usual) prayer fully Ephe -
sians 4:17-32.



The In tru sion of Nat u ral Life
in the Ser vice of God

T. Aus tin-Sparks

W
e have been at pains to show that Chris tian -
ity has be come very largely an other Ju da ism, 
an out ward sys tem and a his toric tra di tion.

But it has be come more than this. In its prin ci ples,
meth ods, and means, it has largely be come con formed 
to this world or age. Were we want ing to deal with the
neg a tive or de fec tive as pect of things, it would not be
dif fi cult to write whole chap ters on the weak nesses of
pres ent-time or ga nized Chris tian ity; but we would
rather use our time and space on the pos i tive line.

Let us, how ever, ap peal to our breth ren in re spon si bil -
ity to think again and se ri ously be fore the Lord as to
the true na ture and or i gin of much that goes to make
up the means of pro pa ganda and pub lic ity of work for
God. Let us take ac count of such things as the prom i -
nence given to hu man hon ors, glo ries, ti tles, rep u ta -
tions, dis tinc tions. That men have gained these or been 
given them in var i ous spheres of life – pol i tics, phi lan -
thropy, in dus try, ad ven ture, war, sport, en ter tain -
ment, sci ence, art, or ed u ca tion – may be quite all right
in it self, but that those things should be so largely used 
as the ground of ap peal may just im ply that Christ is
not suf fi cient as stand ing on His own mer its, but must
be sur rounded by these nat u ral em bel lish ments. Must
Christ be rec om mended or His ser vants ac cepted be -
cause of some hu man as so ci a tion of the word “ great”
in some earthly con nec tion?

Again, let us be very care ful, for the same pur pose, of
the en croach ment of the en ter tain ment fea ture of sa -
cred ser vice. “Lov ers of plea sure” is an endtime char -
ac ter is tic, and the age is run ning head-long thither. Is
it nec es sary to go with the age in or der to at tract? Is the 
gos pel de pend ent upon this “make up” for its ef fec -
tive ness and ap peal?

Once more: let us watch that we are not car ried away
by the il lu sion of big ness. Many a once pow er ful in -
stru ment of God, per sonal or col lec tive, has lost its
spir i tual value and im pact when it has be come big or
pop u lar. There is a Sa tanic snare in big ness, and we
may by this il lu sion lose our very fac ulty for see ing
just where God is do ing His deep est work, and how.
Of ten God’s tru est work is hid den. It is be com ing dif fi -
cult, if not im pos si ble, for many ser vants of God to be -
lieve or un der stand that any thing of real ac count can
be done un less it is well known and in the pub lic eye.

When Da vid put the Ark upon a new cart and things

went just so far and then came to an ignominious and
tragic im passe, it was not due to a lack of sin cer ity, de -
vo tion, zeal, en ergy, or whole heartedness, but be cause 
he had all un wit tingly drawn up from his sub con -
scious ness an idea and method which had originated
with the Philistine di vin ers. Those di vin ers had once
put the Ark upon a new cart to send it back into Is rael. 
Da vid had fled in an hour of weak ness to dwell in the
land of the Philistines and had been in fected with the
methods and means of that world. When God made
the breach upon Uzzah that he dies be fore the Lord, it
would have been too hard and se vere, in the light of
the zeal for the Lord, if there had not been some ex tra
fac tor. That fac tor was the hand of an other spiritual
sys tem back of “this present evil world” of which the
di vin ers were the rep re sen ta tives and ser vants and
whom God had al ready plagued and cursed. There
was no rea son why Uzzah should be spared and the
Philistines de stroyed if the same fac tor ob tained in
both cases.

No amount of zeal can save us in the end if the prin ci -
ples are false. But note how sub tle it all was. There was 
not the re mot est idea that things were ba si cally
wrong. The idea of bring ing up the Ark (the Tes ti -
mony) to its right and full place was right and ac cord -
ing to God’s mind. The ear nest ness and utterness left
noth ing to be de sired. The mo tive and its pas sion were 
wholly com mend able. But some where, some how,
Antichrist (in prin ci ple) was hid den in the con sti tu tion 
of things, the en ergy of the flesh, the soul-life ac tu ated
or taken charge of by that which was not the Spirit of
God.

If the soul, which is the nat u ral side of man’s be ing, is
pre dom i nant on any or all of its sides, in tel lec tual,
emo tional, or vo li tional, then the door is wide open to
de cep tion; and de cep tion, be ing what it is, does not
mean that there is no zeal for God, but rather that it is
zeal but not ac cord ing to knowl edge. It is only as the
child of God lives in and is gov erned by the Holy Spirit 
through his re newed spirit, not firstly his soul, that he
will be made aware of “the things that dif fer,” even in
his service for God.

Da vid was even tu ally shown what the Holy Spirit had 
in di cated in the Scrip tures as to God’s prin ci ples of
ser vice, and he found by tragic ex pe ri ence that spir i -
tual prin ci ples are more im por tant than zeal and en -
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ergy, al though these lat ter were no less when the true
ba sis was es tab lished. Sa tan is very sub tle and will es -
pouse our zeal for God if by so do ing he can even tu ally 
bring shame and dis honor into God’s testimony.

God sees through it and would warn us of it. The
trouble so largely is that, as in Da vid’s case, the drive
and aban don as so ci ated with a great idea for God just
ride rough-shod over quiet wait ing upon God and in -
quiry of Him as to His mind con cern ing the means and 
meth ods to be em ployed. The point at which di sas ter
will be fall very much that is en gaged in for God in all
sin cer ity is that which leaves no time for quiet de tach -
ment, for un hur ried wait ing upon God. There may be
prayer, but it is prayer with a drive of work be hind it,
in stead of the other way round. The ques tion is, Did
you get that method, that means, that pro gram in the
se cret place with God, di rect from Him? Have you put
ev ery thing back un til all heat and hurry have been
sub jected to the judg ment of the Holy Spirit? Or are
you just get ting on with it be cause it is for the Lord ?

Why must judg ment be gin at the house of God?  It can -
not be be cause of a greater or lesser de gree of Chris tian 
good ness or zeal. There must be some thing more in it
than that! 

The Heartbeat of The Remnant
March/April 2006

Will a Man Rob God?

Malachi 3:7-8

Sounds in cred i ble, does it not?  The Lord bluntly ac -
cuses Is rael of be ing a thief.  Now thiev ery against peo ple
would be bad enough, but only a fool would try to rob God. 
Yet the Jews of Malachi’s day were fail ing to bring their
tithes and of fer ings and, as a re sult, the tem ple min is try was
suf fer ing.  To day, thou sands of Chris tians, like wise are rob -
bing God of that which be longs to Him.  Just as Is rael failed
to rec og nize God’s own er ship and, in turn, their re spon si bil -
ity of stew ard ship, so, to day, many who pro fess to love the
Lord are liv ing for self, obliv i ous to the fact that the Lord
has a claim upon them.  When chal lenged to face the fact
that they have turned from God’s Word, Chris tians will of -
ten say “Wherein shall we re turn?” (v. 7).  Like wise, when
con victed by the Holy Spirit, they may re tort, “Wherein
have we robbed God?” (v.8) and of fer up ev i dence of their
monetary offerings to the Lord.

Do not, how ever, make the mis take of de ter min ing
faith ful ness to the Lord only on the ba sis of ma te rial con tri -
bu tions.  Even a ca sual study of the Scrip tures re veals that
God not only re quires of faith ful stew ards an ac count abil ity

of their giv ing but other things as well.  Our time be longs to
God (Psalm 31:15; 90:12).  Our tal ents (both nat u ral abil i -
ties and im parted spir i tual gifts) are to be used for Him (1
Cor. 3:4, 12).  God’s Word con tin u ally re minds us that our
tes ti mony should praise and mag nify the Lord (Psalm 34:3,
Col. 4:6; 1 Pe ter 3:15).  Will a man rob God?  Sadly, yes!– of 
many things.  In view of this, we would do well to take in -
ven tory, al low ing the Holy Spirit to search, con vict and
change us, that God may be glo ri fied, not robbed (1 Cor.
10:31).     JED

Taken from “ Feature”,
Fundamental Evangelistic Ass.

 Telephone 559 - 438-0080 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

George Washington Addresses 
Church And State

If I could have en ter tained the slight est ap pre hen sion
that the Con sti tu tion framed in the con ven tion, where I had
the honor to pre side, might pos si bly en dan ger the re li gious
rights of any ec cle si as ti cal so ci ety, cer tainly I would never
have placed my sig na ture to it; and, if I could now con ceive
that the gen eral gov ern ment might ever be so ad min is tered
as to ren der the lib erty of con science in se cure, I beg you will 
be per suaded that no one would be more zeal ous than my self 
to es tab lish ef fec tual bar ri ers against the hor rors of spir i tual
tyr anny and ev ery spe cies of re li gious per se cu tion – for you
doubt less re mem ber that I have of ten ex pressed my sen ti -
ments that ev ery man, con duct ing him self as a good cit i zen
and be ing ac count able to God alone for his re li gious opin -
ions, ought to be pro tected in wor ship ing the De ity ac cord -
ing to the dic tates of his own con science.

From a letter to United Baptist Churches of Virginia, 
Dated May 10, 1789

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Small Birds, Sweet Music

Have you ever thought of it – only the smaller birds
sing?  You never heard a note from the ea gle in all your life,
nor from the tur key, nor from the os trich.  But you have
heard from the ca nary, the wren and the lark.  In like man ner, 
the sweet est mu sic co mes from those Chris tians who are
small in their own es ti ma tion and be fore the Lord.

Selected
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God’s Remedy for Fear
A. W. KNOCK

“War on nerves” is one of the war propagandas car ried on by 
many of the na tions of the world. To in still deep, dreaded,
and nerve-wrack ing fear into the hearts of the en emy is the
in ten tion. By what ever means pos si ble, na tions seek to di -
min ish the strength and weaken the re sis tance of their op po -
nents by keep ing them in a con stant at ti tude of fear.

Be ing so far away from the scene of car nage and from the
pos si bil i ties (?) of at tack by sea or air, is there no fear in our
hearts?  Are there not those around us who need to know of a 
rem edy for fear?  There are hearts made sad by the de par ture 
of loved ones for the camps and for the bat tle fronts. Oth ers
again are still more sad dened by the news of the death of
dear ones on the field of ac tion. Will there be food enough?
Will there be cloth ing and shoes for all?  Will taxes be ex or -
bi tant in the fu ture? Will the boys upon their re turn find
work to do? Is there any as sur ance of an af ter-war peace ?
Will this ter ri ble car nage be re peated within an other gen er a -
tion?  What of the great crime wave sweep ing over our land? 
What of the moral break-down among the ad o les cent youth? 
What of the great de lin quency prob lem? Who is mas -
ter-mind enough to an swer these ques tions?  Who can dis pel 
the fear they bring to men’s hearts?

Is there no an swer to these ques tions? Many of them. The
wis est men of the day are seek ing to solve the above prob -
lems, to dis pel the fear of quak ing hearts. But will they suc -
ceed? Words alone cannot sup ply the rem edy. Idle
prom ises, ear nest and well-mean ing as they may be, are not
suf fi cient to calm dis tressed and trou bled hearts not least of
the chil dren of God. They turn from help less man to the wise 
and all-pow er ful God. With yearn ing hearts they ask:
“Where is the word of Jehovah? let it come now.” And He
has the Word; He does re ply: “Oh fear Je ho vah, ye his
saints; for there is no want to them that fear him.”

Here is where the fear of God drives out the fear of men, cir -
cum stance and fu ture. They who truly fear God need not
fear any thing else. Their pres ent con di tion He knows full
well and can pro vide for. Their fu ture, too, is an open book,
for He “knows the end from the be gin ning.” Not only does
He know; He is also able to do “ex ceed ing abun dantly above 
all that we ask or think.” Hav ing such a God; be ing per mit -
ted in Christ to call Him Fa ther, why should we fear?

He An swers Prayer

“I sought Je ho vah, and he an swered me, and de liv ered me
from all my fears” (Ps. 34:4).  The Psalm ist had not turned to 
the Lord in vain. The Lord had heard and had an swered. “He 
de liv ered me from all my fears.” What a bless ing, what a

com fort, what a re lease! There is scarcely any greater en emy 
of our lives and our souls than fear, whether the cause for
this fear be real or imag i nary. Such fear de stroys our cour -
age, saps our strength, weak ens our ef forts, and ob structs the 
way to real progress. Why do we fear? Do we look at cir -
cum stances rather than God ? Are we for get ting that God is
greater than any cir cum stance ? Or do our sins hide His face
from us, caus ing us to fear ? Is that why our con science ac -
cuses ? Then let us know “that if our heart con demns us, God 
is greater than our hearts and knoweth all things.”  We need
to be as sured of for give ness; for if we are not, the en emy of
our souls will find oc ca sion to ac cuse us. Be ing as sured of
right re la tion ships to God and to oth ers, rest ing in Christ for
sal va tion, com mit ting our selves and our fu ture to Him in
prayer-that will re move our fears. True prayer, trust ing in
Christ, is the un fail ing remedy for fear.

“This poor man cried, and Je ho vah heard him, and saved
him out of all his trou bles” (Ps. 34:6).  Trou bles – who has -
n’t plenty of them?  The Lord has not prom ised that His chil -
dren shall not have trou bles and difficulties. We live in a
world where sin abounds, and where Sa tan is ever ready to
dis tress and trou ble God’s chil dren. But the Lord has prom -
ised to help His children in ev ery dif fi culty and to be their
strength and stay in the midst of trou ble. “Call upon me in
the day of trou ble; I will de liver thee, and thou shalt glo rify
me.” (Ps. 50:15)  Days of deep an guish and dire trou ble
some times teach men to call upon the Lord. Fox-holes and
life-rafts have seen many prayer ses sions of late. But has He
taught us yet?  Or are we not in trou ble enough yet to re ally
cry unto the Lord?

The Lord His Pro tec tor

“The an gel of the Lord encampeth round about them that
fear him, and delivereth them” (Ps. 34:7).  Ob serve “them
that fear him.” They who in holy fear and love seek His face, 
live in His fel low ship, they shall daily know the con sol ing
com fort of His an gel en camp ing round about them keep ing
them from all evil. How of ten the Psalm ist had ex pe ri enced
that God’s an gel had watched over him. Many times he had
been pre served from the at tack of his en e mies; many times
im mi nent dan ger had been averted. We need to know the
Lord in such ex pe ri ences, so that we can bear tes ti mony to
dis tressed souls about us, that the an gel of the Lord
encampeth round about His own. Many of us, these days,
have dear ones in the armed forces. They are ex posed to the
vi o lent at tack of the en emy. Let us not only pray for our dear 
ones that the Lord might en camp round about them, and
keep them, let us also look with con fi dence into His word to
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find the as sur ance that he will do so. When we write them,
let us tell them to read Psalm 34. What a bul wark that will be
against their fears, what a wall against the at tack of the evil
one. The Lord knows where our dear ones are. His arm is not 
shortened but that He can reach them. Let us ear nestly com-
mend them to the Lord, ask ing that His an gel might en camp
round about them and keep them, in life or in death.

Ra di ant Faces

The re sult of this rem edy for fear the Psalm ist ex presses
thus: “They looked unto him and were ra di ant; and their
faces shall never be confounded” (Ps. 34:5). They looked
unto Him.  Where do we look to day?  These are try ing days,
for us as in di vid u als, and for us as a na tion. Are our lead ers
look ing to God for help, or are they trust ing in the strength
of ma chine and the strength of man?  God’s warn ing to His
peo ple of old can well be ap plied to us in our day: “Woe to
them that go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and
trust in char i ots be cause they are many, and in horse men be -
cause they are very strong, but they look not unto the Holy
One of Is rael, nei ther seek Je ho vah” (Is. 31:1).  As long as
our lead ers look to al li ances with other na tions for their
strength, to the might of man and ma chines for their pro tec -
tion, rather than to God, there will be con fu sion and doubts
and fears. How we need to speak to those we can reach urg -
ing them to look to the Lord. “There is no king saved by the
mul ti tude of a host: A mighty man is not de liv ered by great
strength. …Be hold the eye of Jehovah is upon them that fear 
him, upon them that hope in his lovingkindness; to de liver
their soul from death, and to keep them alive in fam ine. Our
soul hath waited for Je ho vah; He is our help and our shield”
(Ps. 33 :17-20). There was help given to those who looked
unto the Lord. “Their faces were ra di ant.” There was
heaven-born peace upon them. This was re flected in their
coun te nances. Do our friends see our faces fear ful or are
they ra di ant – because we trust in the Lord ? Dis cour aged
and fear ful friends about us need the tes ti mony of a radiant
face which is aglow with the light of heaven’s peace which
shines upon and through it. That is be ing truly pa tri otic. That 
is building up the mo rale, not only for the na tional se cu rity,
but above all for the peace of souls, and for God’s glory. To
those who look to the Lord for their help there is also the
sure prom ise: “Their faces shall never be con founded,” that
is, “they shall never blush with dis ap pointment.” Look ing to 
our selves, to help from men, or comfort from cir cum stance,
of ten leads to dis ap point ment, over which we blush with
shame. But look ing to the Lord leaves our faces aglow with
the peace from above and our hearts filled with calm con fi -
dence. “Look ing unto Je sus”– we shall ever know the rem -
edy for fear and wit ness ing of it to those about us.  We shall
be their “help ers” and thus serve to glo rify God.

The Bible Banner
June, 1943
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SPENDING OR INVESTING?

“So teach us to num ber our days, that we may
(gain) ap ply our hearts to wis dom”  Psalm 90:12.

One of our friendly neigh bors will in vite us to
their place and he will say ‘come over and kill some
time!”  But a per son cannot kill some time with out
‘in jur ing’ eter nity! In the Psalm be fore ‘us’ the
Psalm ist un der stood the brev ity of hu man life and
man’s need/priv i lege to make the most of his days.  A
per son who lives 70 years has lived app. 25,568
‘days’.  Thus the Psalm ist asks God to “teach us to
num ber our days.”  The rea son is ‘clearly’ stated why: 
and that is so that we may ap ply our hearts unto wis -
dom.  To ‘num ber our days’ means to con sider each
day of value.  To “num ber” is to sched ule, to mea sure
out, to ap point to do that which is wise in or der to ful -
fill the pur pose and plan of God in our lives!  When
we dis ci pline our selves to num ber our days, likely we 
will ap ply our hearts unto wis dom and the ‘fear’ of
the Lord is the be gin ning of wis dom.  To walk in the
‘will of the Lord’ brings about pur pose and
satisfaction in our lives.  

Yes, the way we use our lives in time is an op por -
tu nity.  Yes, the way we use our time re veals our val -
ues and pri or i ties.  We should pur pose to man age our
time wisely and in vest it for the glory of God.  Could
it be that we will re ally un der stand the value of
time/in vest ments when it is no more?  If so, by then, it 
will be too late! The clock of time runs out in this life!  
Are YOU spend ing or in vest ing your God-given time 
and fi nances?  “For I know the thoughts that I think
to ward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and
not of evil, to give you a fu ture and a hope/ex pected
end?  Jer e miah 29:11.   “For where your trea sure is,
there your heart will be also.”  Mat thew 6:21.

 In come for the month of De cem ber for the Morn -
ing Glory is: $3,037.04 (which in cludes book do na -
tions).

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is ap -
prox i mately $2,375

Making no apology for the ‘old time
Christianity’ and seeking to proclaim 

the WORD in its purity!
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Vol ume XC•Num ber 2 • February 2008 
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

An other Priv i leged Op por tu nity!

The Win ter/Spring Bi ble Con fer ence of the Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion (Morn ing Glory)
will take place at Trin ity Lu theran Church of For est
City, Iowa on April 4-6, 2008, Lord will ing.  (Have
YOU writ ten these ‘dates’ on your Prayer Cal en dar
and on your ‘agenda’ for at tend ing?)  We are fortunate 
in se cur ing the fol low ing guest ‘speak ers’ — Pas tor
Wayne Almlie, Pas tor at Gold field, Iowa and Mr.
Townley (Toby) Knutson from Fargo, No. Da kota.

Fri day eve ning Ser vice at 7 p.m.  – Pas tor Wayne
Almlie 

Sat ur day:

9:15 a.m. - app. 9:45 a.m. Prayer Time
9:45 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. - Bi ble Hour, Mr. Toby Knutson
10:40 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Re fresh ments
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Bi ble Hour, Pas tor Wayne
Almie
12 (noon) - Ca tered Lunch at Trin ity Lu theran Church
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. - Bi ble Hour, Mr. Toby Knutson 
2:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Re fresh ments
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Fel low ship Time, Tes ti mo nies,
Gos pel Songs & Hymns
7:00 p.m. - Eve ning Ser vice, Pas tor Wayne Almlie
Re fresh ments fol low ing the ser vice.  

Sunday

Wor ship Ser vice - Mr. Toby Knutson, Guest Speaker

Greatly Ap pre ci ated: 

Spe cific and ear nest Prayer sup port that God might be 
‘glo ri fied’ and a sens ing of the Pres ence of the Holy
Spirit in our midst and lives.

Try se ri ously to at tend and seek to bring some folk
with you!  IF con ve nient, please bring ‘good ies’ for
‘Re fresh ment times’.  

There are lodg ing ac com mo da tions  in  For est City at
the lo cal Mo tel. 

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE and by God’s Grace:
prac tic ing the old time Chris tian ity! 

You are ‘urged’ and very WELCOME to at tend - re -
gard less IF you have been to such a con fer ence be fore
OR this be ing your first ex pe ri ence – COME and be
richly blest and THANK HIM, the giver of good and
per fect gifts who changes not!! 
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An other “War rior’ Gone Home!

There are many ‘won der ful’ things about be ing HOME!  
Mr. Harvey Erickson of  North field, Min ne sota went to
meet the Cap tain of His Sal va tion on Jan u ary 13, 2008.
So def i nitely what is ‘our’ loss is Heaven’s gain!  He has
fought the good ‘fight’ and hence forth there is a crown
await ing him as he has fin ished the ‘race’ with no turn -
ing back!  IF Harvey would speak to us again, he would
ver ify clearly that it is GRACE all the WAY in and
through the Per son of JESUS and it is worth it all (&
much more) go ing through the (strug gles/Spir i tual Bat -
tles) on this side of eter nity with Je sus!

Mr. Harvey Erickson was a faith ful sup porter of the
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion for many
years and also served on the Hauge board for a num ber
of years.   He loved what we call ‘lay man’s work’ in the
King dom of God and was ac tive him self.   

Many a time when God takes one of His chil dren Home,
I ask the ques tion, “Who will take their place in the
Lord’s Work here on earth?”

Not only is blessed be the mem ory of Harvey, but may
‘Dor o thy’ ex pe ri ence much GRACE and en cour age -
ment in the ab sence of her dear hus band of many years!


